An email to your parents about playing time!
Tuesday, January 25, 2005



One night at practice.........
..........all 14 of us spent about 20 minutes just lying on the floor talking.  When I asked the players, "What do you want your team to accomplish this year (other than winning)?", your daughters mentioned things like improvement, togetherness, bonding, being buddies, get over our mistakes, serving in the court, trust, friendship, fun, covering for each other, etc.  After they were finished, I said, "Did you realize that no one mentioned ‘playing time for everyone, earning scholarships, developing studs, making all-district teams in the future, etc?’ "   I knew that they wouldn't.  I can tell that they weren't brought up that way.  

Yes, the girls are in agreement:  our team's success & bonding is more important than individual playing time.  And if the girls are ever in a situation where they doubt these beliefs, the adults in their lives must reaffirm that it's team first, individuals 2nd.  


Mark & Tamalyn's attitude on the subject.  (Readers:  Mark & Tamalyn are the directors of Roanoke Juniors)
Mark & Tamalyn say at the parent's meetings, "Junior fees aren’t for their daughters to play.  Junior fees are for the experience of being on a travel vball team." 

The Tanisses encourage the "play to win" attitude from their junior coaches, their JV coaches & from their own high school players.  In fact, have you ever seen the girls who are on the Cave Spring bench?  Not only are they having a good time, but there is no pouting, no attitude, no anger.  Yeah, sometimes both they and their parents get down.  I know b/c I sat with the parents every night this past fall.  And I know what the girls are feeling, b/c I've coached all but one of the Cave Spring varsity players in juniors.  But they almost never show this attitude in public.  This selfless behavior is not only expected, but they behave this way b/c they realize that it's team first, individuals second.   Last year, a girl at one of my camps stated, "The Cave Spring substitutes have more fun than the starters on our team."  This is only partially b/c Cave Spring is winning.  But it’s mostly b/c the girls believe in team first.  

My Beliefs About Playing Time
Playing time isn't guaranteed and equal/significant playing time for every girl on the team won't be a priority.  I will put the girls on the court who give us the best chance of winning each game.  Now, Austin & I will try to get some playing time for all the girls, but we will not force the issue.
Of course, parents will sometimes disagree with my decisions.  That's a part of coaching that I accept.  But what will not be accepted is anyone who fusses, argues, etc. with me about p.t., either in person, by phone, or by email.   As the Tanisses will say, "Playing time will not be an issue."  There are 11 girls on the team, and that means at all times 45% of our team won't be on the court.  Unfortunate.  But we all knew that it would be that way when the teams were selected.  

Starting lineups and substitution patterns will change.  
( if one girl is progressing faster than another, she will see more p.t.  

( if one girl is having a poor tournament/match/weekend, then another girl will get a chance.
( Girls will also get chances at a different positions..........it's happening this coming weekend.  

I will find the position on the court which gives your daughter the best chance to help our team the most.   So, if your daughter doesn't get into a game or a match, please be patient. Getting mad at me or at the situation won't help you, her or the team.  If your daughter gets limited playing time in an entire tournament, ask her to tell you about Joanna McGrath last year...........she was the ultimate example of how patience and hard work pays off.  Or you can ask Joanna yourself.  You'll get goose bumps listening to her.  

